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  5M7 GRAM 

DG Brian‘s Ramblings for March 2011 
 

Hello, the word is out—it‘s spring!  Some snow is melting, we‘re on Daylight Savings 

 Time, and some of us are worried about the flooding in our region.  We are now in 

 the season also for choosing our club leaders for next year and also for honoring  

the hard work of our members and clubs.  Congratulations on all that‘s been done  

and that is yet to be done with Lion and Lioness ongoing projects. 

Here‘s a little chart that might be helpful in the next few months to keep the awards  

applications timely. 

 
Form 

 
Who Submits it? 

Where to 
submit it 

 
Due Date 

PU101 Club Secretary DGE and LCI 4/27/11 

Governor’s Club of 
Excellence Award 

 
Club Secretary 

 
DG 

5/1/11 

100% Secretary Award 
2010-2011 

 
Club Secretary 

 
DG 

7/1/2011 

Club President Excellence 
Award 2010-2011 

 
Club Secretary 

LCI  
(signed by DG) 

9/30/2011 

 

Now, on to the fun stuff.  Lion Joanne and I, along with DGE Dave, VDGE Paul, Lion Nancy and 

Shirley, visited 13 clubs for Governor‘s Nights in February!  I know I have to go on a diet in April.  My 

shirts and jacket are getting rather snug.  My special recognition and congratulations go to Elk River 

Lions on their 40th Anniversary and to Grandy Lions on their 25th Anniversary. 
 

Also in February, Lion Joanne and I traveled to three Mid-Winter Conventions in our multiple.  (Can I 

get my perfect attendance pin now for 2010-2011, please, please, Fridley Lion Secretary Tim?)  We 

had a great time representing 5M-7 at the district conventions and brought home some good ideas 

from talking to people and attending seminars. 
 

As I write this column, DGE Dave and Lion Nancy are attending the MD5M District Governor Elect 

training in Brooklyn Center.  It prepares them for their activities next year as governor and also 

prepares them for the International Lions training that they will receive in Seattle this summer.  Pay 

attention Dave, there‘s a quiz next month!  Lion Joanne and I will attend the Council of Governors 

meeting that takes place at the end of DGE Dave‘s training this weekend. 
 

Kudos goes to the Cokato Lions for innovative work on their ―Trading Up‖ fundraising project.  It‘s an 

amazing concept and certainly worthy of mention in the Lions magazine. 
 

Finally, we thank all the Lions and Lioness of 5M-7 for your kindness and hospitality at your 

Governor‘s Nights and other events that you‘ve invited us to.  We especially thank you for all the hard 

work you are doing.  You truly do make a difference because you care! 
 

In Lionism, 

DG Brian and Lion Joanne  

March  2011 
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Hi 
 
Well the winter  
appears to finally  
release its grip on  
Minnesota and we 
are headed into spring.  
This brings thoughts  
of all the spring  
activities Lions  
Clubs do this time of year. 
 
This is the time also to think of what you have 
left to do to make your year a success and start 
planning for next year.  When you develop your 
new slate of officer candidates remember to plan 
for their training and orientation so they can be 
successful in their new positions.  One of the 
best ways to do that is to have your Lions attend 
the Spring School of Instruction which 5M7 
conducts each year.  The planning for this year‘s 
school is already started so put it on your Clubs 
calendar and encourages the new Officers to 
attend.   
 
5m7 has a great group of potential leaders in the 
club s of the district so it should be easy to find 
the leaders your club needs for next year.  
Sometimes just a word of encouragement and 
acknowledgement is all they need to make the 
step into a leadership position.  Take some time 
to look among the members of your club and 
encourage members to consider serving in your 
clubs administrative areas.  Getting members 
evolved is one of the best methods to improve 
retention of our membership 
 

Remember the goal of 2010 members in 2010.  

Well we did not quite make that but we are very 

close to making 2011 members in 2011.  We do 

that in to ways getting new members and 

retaining current members.  Ask new potential 

members to attend a meeting but do not forget 

to make sure you are meeting the needs of your 

current members. 

Keep it simple 

Keep it Fun. 

 

2nd Vice Paul. 

 

Greetings 5M7! 

Three months to go before  

we head to Seattle for the  

International Convention.  

The time has gone by  

quickly this last year.  Lion  

Nancy and I are looking 

 forward to the next year  

and still enjoying the many Governors‘ Nights 

still to come. 

I have been busy working on my Cabinet for 

next year and also working on getting two 

locations for Spring School.  Notices will be 

going out soon with the date, time and location.  

I am also asking the current Presidents to pass 

on the ―President‘s Manual‖ you received last 

year; to the new, incoming President.  We are 

replacing only about 10 pages in the manual; 

this will keep the cost down for the District.    

Elections should take place in April and don‘t 

forget to send in your PU101.  Also, send me 

the information about your new President and 

Secretary: Name, address, phone number, cell 

number (optional) and email address; so I can 

get the new information in for the new directory 

for the Multiple by the 1st of May.   

Soon, we will be at the Crowne Plaza in 

Brooklyn Center for my last Governor‘s training 

before heading to Seattle in June.  It will be a 

busy week with tours, studying and banquets; 

with some hospitality thrown in for extra fun. 

Also, I am in the planning stages of the ―Bike & 

Car Ride‖ in August to raise funds for Project 

New Hope.  This will be open to anyone in the 

Multiple; so anyone wishing to participate, help 

or just cheer us on, get in touch with me soon. 

Keep working on bringing in new members – we 

are so close to reaching Governor Brian‘s goal! 

Until next time: ―Hear the Roar‖ 

DGE Dave  
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Club Events 

 

March 
 
 

24- Empty Bowls-  
    Sponsored by Ham Lake Lions, Cedar-      
    East Bethel Lions-Lioness, Oak Grove  
    Lions, St Francis Lions-Lioness 

     St. Patrick‘s Catholic Church Oak Grove  
     5-8 pm 
 

25- Clear Lake Lions  

      Fish Fry @ St Marcus Catholic Church  
      Clear Lake 5-8PM 
 

26 - Anoka Lions Club 

       Country Music Show @ Anoka High School 
 

26 -Rush City Lions Club 

      Bowling Tournament  
 

April 
9- St. Francis Lioness Club 

    Luncheon & Fashion Show 

 

10- Spring Lake Park Lions Club 

       Pancake Breakfast 
 

10 – Coon Rapids Lions Club 

        Pancake Breakfast 
 

15- Nowthen Lions Club 

       Fish Fry 4-7 pm Free-Will Offering 

       Nowthen Alliance Church Cty. Rd 5 
 

16- Nowthen Lions Club 

      Easter Egg Hunt 9:30 am Nowthen Park 
 

16- St. Francis Lions and Lioness Clubs 

      Easter Egg Hunt St. Francis Community Park 
 

28- May 1 -Multiple Convention/  

   Council of Governors -Mankato 

May 

3 –  Spring School of Instruction *Buffalo 

11- Spring School of Instruction * Andover 

17- District End of Year Party 

     

 

 

 

 

 

  Governor's  

         Travels 
 

 
March 22 Cabinet Meeting-North Branch 
March 24 Delano Governors night 
 
April 7-10 Regional Leadership Institute 
April 11 Stacy Zone Meeting 
April 12 Lioness Group 1 Meeting 
April 15 Nowthen Fish Fry 

April 16 Nowthen Easter Egg Hunt 

April 21 Region 2 Zone 4 Meeting Spring Lake Park 

April 25 Big Lake Governor's Night 

April 28 -May 1 Multiple Convention/  

   Council of Governors -Mankato 

 

May 5  Forest Lake Governor's Night 

May 17 District End of the Year Party Fridley KC 

May      Spring School of Instruction TBD 

 

July 1-9 International Convention  -Seattle 

 
Mark your Calendar! 
Spring School of Instruction 
 

West Side: May 3 Buffalo  
Buffalo Middle School 1300 Hwy 25 N 

East Side:  May 11 Andover  

Oak View Middle School 15400 Hanson Blvd. 
4 
Classes for:: Presidents, Vice Presidents, 
Secretaries, Membership, Lioness 
Tail Twisters, and zone Chairs 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Zone Meetings 

March 29 R2Z3 Ham Lake @ VFW 

April 6  R1Z5  Ramsey @ Anoka Legion 

April 11 R2 Z2 @ Stacy 

April 19 R1 Z2 @ Clear Lake  

April 21 R2 Z4 @ Spring Lake Park 

May 26 R1Z2 @ Delano 

  

 

 

Meetings 
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Elk River Lions Club 
From left to right.  DG Brian, Lions Deb 
Weston, Carol Lager, Jim Newville, Nate 
Settle, Brian Beadles, Scot Trenholm. 
 

Lino Lakes "WE SERVE" prime rib - and have 

a great time doing it, too! 

Prime Rib Dinner  

Lino Lakes Lions Club 

DGE Dave and Lion Nancy treat two of their 

grandchildren to pancakes and French toast at 

North Branch Lioness breakfast. 

Spring Lake Park Lions enjoy a night out with great 

entertainment and a tasty dinner at the Lino Lakes 

Prime RIb Dinner:  VDGE Norm and Lion Barb 

Kelzenberg, Lion Deb Roberge, Lion Kathy Linder, Lion 

Steve Linder, Lion Eppie Dorsey, and Lion Dan Dorsey. 
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Two new members were inducted into Lions at 

the Fridley and Blaine Central Governor's Night.  

L to R  Lion Sandra Summers and her sponsor 

Lion Jo Niseth, Lion sponsor Tim Keenan and 

new Lion Roger Olimb. 

The Fridley and Blaine Central Governor's Night :  

VDGE Paul Hansen, DGE Dave Schroeder and 

Lion Nancy, Blaine Central President Brett, Lion 

Joanne and DG Brian Toews, Fridley Secretary 

Tim Keenan and President Ron Ackerman. 

Chisago Lakes Governor's Night:  Zone Chair Dan 

Kaiser, Lion Joanne, DG Brian, President Robert 

Zacher, Secretary Linda Lindgren, Lion Nancy, 

DGE Dave, and VDGE Paul. 

Cokato Lions Governor's Night:  Shirley Klein, 

VDGE Paul, DGE Dave, Lion Nancy, Cokato 

Secretary Abe Abrahamson, Lion Joanne, DG 

Brian, and Lion President Joe Luhman. 

Governor Brian's 

Travels 

Fridley Lions having fun at the Lino Lakes Prime 

Rib Dinner - DG Brian, FDG Mary Ellen Storley 

and PDG Clay Storley and Lion Joanne. 
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Governor's Night celebration with Centerville and 

Columbus Lions Clubs:  Back row:  Centerville 

President Greg Kieselhorst, DGE Dave, Centerville  

Secretary Terry Sweeney, Columbus Secretary Gene 

Hauer, DG Brian, Zone Chair Tom Waldren.    Front 

row:  Lion Nancy, Lion Joanne, and Columbus 

President Cheryl Monson 

Lion Lisa of Centerville Lions accepts the 

Mid-Winter First Place Banner Patch for the 

Hospitality Room Contest.  Congratulations 

Centerville Lions! 

Isanti Lions Governor's Night:  Lion President Gordy 

Jacobson, DGE Dave, Lion Nancy, Lion Joanne, DG 

Brian and Secretary Kent Larson. 

5M7 Drug Poster Winner for 

Third Grade is Peyton from 

St. Michael.  His poster says:  

"Don't Do Drugs or You Will 

Croak!"  Great work, Peyton! 
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5M7 Drug Poster Winner for 

First Grade is Abby from St. 

Michael.  Her poster says:  

"Don't Do Drugs.  It will 

make a monster out of you!"  

Congratulations Abby! 
  
 

New members and sponsors at the North Branch 

Governor's Night:  Sponsor John Dolin, Sponsor 

Syl Marking, New Lion Bob Koep, New Lion 

Jayme Johnson, New Lion Ron Haugen, Sponsor 

Jerrold Moen, DG Brian.. Welcome! 

Many awards were presented at the North Branch 

Governor's Night.  Congratuations!  DGE Dave 

and Lion Nancy, President John Dolin, Secretary 

Jerrold Moen, Lion Joanne and DG Brian. 

St. Michael Lions Governor's Night:  DGE Dave, 

Lion Nancy, Lion Joanne, DG Brian, Lion 

President John Marshall and Lion Secretary Bill 

Olsson. 
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JOIN US AT THE BEND IN THE 
RIVER 

MDM 5M 2011 Convention 
Mankato, Minnesota 

April 29 through May 1, 2011 
 

Forums, Fun, Entertainment, & Meals 

Information and Registration Forms 

available 

On the 5M website and 5M Directory 

Registration Online at 

www.lionsmd5m.org 

 

MD5M 
 

MERLO 
 

 

Lions All, 

 
We just wanted to remind you the Membership 
Co-Chairs and the rest of the MERLO Team are 
available to speak at your Club or Zone 
Meeting.  We all would be more than happy to 
discuss with your group your efforts to recruit 
and retain Club members.  This is the home 
stretch of FY 2010 – 2011 and now is the time 
to bring in those prospective new members 
you‘ve been working on over the Winter.  It 
seems like every Club has some type of major 
event or project taking place during the Spring 
and Summer, which means your Club could use 
some help with these activities.  This is a 
perfect time to get your new members involved 
right off the start and to keep them interested in 
Lionism.   
 
Also, don‘t forget to let your fellow Clubs know 
about your upcoming events or projects.  You 
might just find yourselves with a few visitors or 
volunteers to help you out in the form of your 
fellow Lions, Lioness and/or Leos.  Much can be 
said when you find people willing to help who 
were not even asked in the first place.  
Remember to have that Club information booth 
set-up at your activity in order to recruit new 
members.  No one can promote your Club any 
better that yourselves! 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
Lion Dwight (Dewey) Gunnarson   
410 Excelsior Avenue S, Annandale, MN 55302   
R: 320-274-3015 C: 763-238-6443 
Dwight@Lions5m7r1z2.org    
 
Lion Lyle Goff 
10520 Tamarack St NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55433 
 R: 763-754-8921 B: 763-259-3204 
gofflt@msn.com 
 
 

 

 

365 Years of Lionism 

mailto:Dwight@Lions5m7r1z2.org
mailto:gofflt@msn.com
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The Lion’s Code of Ethics:  Charity 

To aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my  

aid to the weak, and my substance to the needy.  This is the  

seventh of eight statements making up the Lion‘s Code of Ethics  

and the fourth of five relating to community.  The vision of Lions International is to 

be the global leader in community and humanitarian service.  In other words, to 

have everyone in this world give it their best for all of their time to make our world 

the finest place it can be for everyone.  It‘s a big dream and that‘s why Lion‘s roar!  

 

 

 

 

 

PEACE POSTER CONTEST 
  
  The kits are now available at Lions International, the new slogan is  
              "CHILDREN KNOW PEACE"  The new Governor elect wants this project to  
continue in his year. I will be that person, so the monkey is still on your back.    Hints:  Please 
read the rules from International carefully.  
-NO numbers or Words on the poster. 
-Paper size no smaller than 13"by 20"and no larger than 20"by 24" Clubs get the Poster paper. 

-The Eligible birth dates. 

If I were in charge at International, this project would be a "Given"  Who in the right mind doesn't 

want "PEACE " in this world? And maybe at will take youth too make it happen.  

Lion Ginny Hestekind {I'm In the Book"]       ORDER NOW! 
 

DG Brian,  Lion Judy Herrala and Drew Hasty, the Assistant 

Director of Disaster Services, Northern Division, at the 

Salvation Army 

Ink Cartridges Collection 
 

District 5M7 is still collecting  

used ink cartridges. Please  

save your empty cartridges  

and recycle them to the 5M7. 

Turn them in at your zone  

meetings or to your zone chair. 

                                      Lion Tom Fiecke 

 Fergus Falls Band to International 

Fergus Falls Band is going to the 

International Convention.......We  

are asking for clubs to donate 

 towards their expenses to attend  

the convention. Clubs should send 

donations to Executive Secretary Bob 

Harms at 72530 CSAH 27 Dassel MN  

55325. We are asking every club in district 

to donate $50.00 to help cover the costs.  

DGE Dave 
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   MMarch….. the final turning point into spring. 
We have basketball and hockey tournaments and of 
course one or two more snowfalls before we finally 
bid winter ‗goodbye‘! 
      As always our Lioness Clubs in Group  
1 have been busy. The Montrose Lioness  
installed two new members at their March  
meeting. Lioness Jane Mortensen sponsored  
Margie Nelson and Lioness Sandy Saurerbrey 
sponsored Michelle Driscoll. We welcome these new 
Lionesses to District 5M7.  
      The Big Lake Lions Fish Fry and Lioness            
               Pie Sale was a huge success!  The Lioness  
                sold every slice and crumb of pies they had  
                at the Fish Fry. Those who attended were 
treated to a variety of delicious home-made berry and 
cream pies. Next on the Lioness agenda is getting 
ready for Governor‘s Night April 25th   as well as 
preparing May Baskets for local seniors.   
 Clear Lake is gearing up for their first  
meeting later this month. The ladies are  
coming off from their winter hiatus but they  
are off and running with things in the works.  
First and foremost is the Group 1 Meeting to  
be held Tuesday April 12th at Rejoice Lutheran 
Church. We hope to have a great turnout of Lioness 
attending. 
  April is the time for all clubs to begin the  
            election of officers for the coming year. Just a 
            reminder for secretaries….your PU101 [form  
            for new officers] is due to Governor Elect Lion 
            Dave BEFORE May 1st.  Lion/Lioness Liaison 
            Illa has emailed the form to president/ 
secretaries to complete. If you have not received and 
need a copy, please contact me and I will mail/email 
one to you. Lion/Lioness Liaison Illa would also like a 
copy of the PU101. 

Minnesota FoodShare‘s March Campaign 
raises more then half the food distributed annually 
through 300 food shelves across the state. In  
2010, almost 14% of Minnesota households did  
not have enough money to buy food. Hunger  
touches people of every age: 56% of food shelf 
visitors are families with children and 20% are 
seniors. If you haven‘t donated to your local 
community food shelf, now is the time to do so.  
Remember ‘We Serve’….. 
 

Lioness Clubs 

 I don‘t know about the rest 

of you, but spring is when I want to 

start fresh. I can‘t always spend 

money on redecorating but I do 

have some inexpensive ideas to 

help change a room. 
 

*Give a bathroom the spa 

treatment. Add lots of 

white…towels, shower curtain, floor 

mat….and contain countertop 

clutter on a bamboo tray. 
 

*Relocate your art. We stop 

noticing things that have been in 

the same place for awhile. 
 

*Hang a few artsy tiles, trivets or 

trays on the kitchen backsplash.  
 

*Buy new lamp shades….in colors!   
 

*Light kitchen countertops with 

inexpensive desk lamps rather then 

paying an electrician to install 

under cabinet lighting. The extra 

illumination is more than functional.  
 

*A fabric shower curtain is full of 

potential. You can curtains or use 

the yardage for pillows or as a 

‗throw‘ at the foot of the bed. The 

bath aisle has never been a better 

source for decorators. 
 

*Don’t be afraid to paint. It‘s the 

cheapest way to change a room. 

And don‘t be afraid to try new 

techniques.  
 

Whatever you do, if you don’t wish to 

keep your old items, make sure you 

recycle them through Goodwill, 

Salvation Army or EF.  
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    LEOS 

       Spring Lake Park Leos Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   Recently the Spring Lake Park  
 Leos shared books from their Project called 
"Book Connection" with students from a Minneapolis 
Native American School.  The Leos have been 
collecting donated children's books for years and 
passing them out to kids in need throughout the 
Spring Lake Park community.  But recently their 
project reached children in the Native American 
community of Minneapolis.  The Leos brought 5 
large boxes of their books to the Tatanka Charter 
School on a day in February and presented them to 
the first graders.  This small school is in desperate 
need of books to fill their library shelves and the 
Leos were glad to help out.  The Tatanka students 
and staff were overwhelmed with the donation and 
invited the Leos to participate in some classroom 
activities.  The Leos gladly accepted and did yoga 
before reading and doing word games with the first 
graders.  After the fun activities, each student was 
allowed to take one of the books home to keep while 
the rest were put into the school library.   
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Group I Lioness Meeting 

You are cordially invited to the 

Group I Lioness Group Meeting 

 

Tuesday, April 12, 2011 

 

Registration and Social 6:00 pm 

Dinner 6:30 pm  

Cost :$10 

 

Rejoice Lutheran Church 

1155 County Road 75, Clearwater, MN 

(East on Hwy 75 from the intersection of Hwy 

75  

and Hwy 24 in Clearwater) 

 

RSVP by Thursday, April 7, 2011 

Sue Severson 320-743-3534 or 

dlsever@frontiernet.net 

 

Hosted by the Clear Lake Lioness 

 

mailto:dlsever@frontiernet.net
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      Blaine Central 

      Lions Golf   

      Tournament 
 

 

The Blaine Central Lions Club is pleased to 

announce our 1st Annual Golf Tournament 

to be held on Wednesday, June 1st at the 

Victory Links Golf course in Blaine.  This 

will be a best ball scramble with a 12:30 

PM shotgun start followed by dinner. We 

are looking for anyone interested in a 

sponsorship for this event as 

 well as interested golfers.   

Please contact Lion Rick  

Nelson at 763-442-4872 or by 

email:rnprimerica1@hotmail. 

com for more information or 

 to participate! 

 

Stacy Lions  

Pancake Breakfast 

 

Sunday, April 17th  

from 8 to noon.  

$7.50 for adults,  

$6 for kids 5-12 and  

under 5 free.  

It will be held at the Rick Doyle Bldg. 

 30395 County Rd 30 (Forest Blvd)  

Stacy, MN 

See you there! 
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