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Greetings from  District Governor Mary Ellen Storley     
 
This is my last column as your District Governor, seems like  
only yesterday when I sat down to write my first one. 
 
What a wonderful year this has been.  It has been one of the  
highlights of my life and I want to Thank all the Lions of 5m-7  
for making it such a wonderful experience. 
We as a District have accomplished a good deal this year.  
 We have two new clubs, as of right now we have a plus  
membership, we raised approximately $34,000 on the Walk for  
Sight and we now have a number of Clubs who have stepped outside their comfort 
zone and are holding joint meetings and joint work projects with other clubs in the 
District.  I could not have asked for more than this District gave me.  Thank You. 
The highlight of the year of course was the Club visits.  You all made us feel so 
welcome and we enjoyed getting to see old friends and to also make new ones. 
I want to especially thank the cabinet.  They did such a great job of helping and 
supporting me and they never once failed to do whatever I asked of them.  They 
made my years so much easier. 
I of course must say a special thanks to PDG Clay who encouraged me, supported 
me and helped me in every way possible.  He was a great chauffeur and became a 
really good private secretary.  It certainly helped to have his experience and 
knowledge to draw from. 
He is even letting me carry his red purse.  Thank you with all my love. 
PDG Clay and I want to wish DGE Jim and Tina the very best.   I am sure they will 
have a great year. 
Once again my Thanks to each and every  
one of you for your support and most of all  
for your friendship. 
 
    DG Mary Ellen 
 
 

5M7 GRAM 
June 2008 

DG Mary Ellen in the Fridley 49er Day Parade 
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Dear Lions and friends:  
During the clean up efforts in Hugo this weekend, 
our very own Lion Howard Lestrud had a chance to 
take off his Lions Vest and put his reporters cap 
on. He wrote about and took some very intense 
photos, which can be found on 
www.forestlaketimes.com . After reading the first 
article on the opening page, click on “read more”, 
then click on the top photo to view the slide show 
presentation. You may also read some of the other 
articles he and Cliff Buchan put together. 
Lion Howard did an outstanding job, and had some 
great interviews, and even got a little publicity for 
the Hugo, Centerville and Forest Lake Lions Clubs. 
Thank you, Lion Howard! 
Lion Tom Waldren -President 
Forest Lake Lions Clubs 
 

                                                            

Welcome New Lions 
 
 
 
Name   Club  Sponsor 
Jeffrey Gondreau  Albertville Raymond Frederick 
Galen Sorenson  Buffalo Noon Barrett Chrissis 
Jeff Kerkeby  Cedar East Bethel Michael Gaynor 
Travis Barthel  Hanover Crow River Gordon Barthel 
Daniel DeVinny  Hugo  Mike Gallivan 
Shannon DeVinny Hugo  Mike Gallivan 
Tom Hudek  Maple Lake Melvin Armbruster 
Jeffreu Pawelk  Maple Lake Mark Redemske 
Daniel Roetzler  Maple Lake Jon Fries 
Raymond Kalway Montrose 
Marvin Schaar  Montrose 
Donald Nelson  North Branch Alex Bates 
Christopher Thoma North Branch Sylvester Marking 
Antonio Arellano  Ramsey  Kyle Kummala 
Dale McKnight  Ramsey  Dan Goepfert 
David Reidberger  Rockford Keith Seiler 
Robert Nelson  Spring Lake Park Virginia Miller 
  

 

        Upcoming Club Events                    *Mark your calendars 

  
 6/21 -Summer Begins 
 6/23-27, 91st Annual Lions Clubs International Convention, Bangkok, Thailand 
 7/3-6 -City of Coon Rapids Carnival, Parade and Fireworks – Coon Rapids Lion 
 7/13 -2nd Annual “Tug of War” across the St. Croix River  
  *Lions Clubs of St. Croix Falls, WI, Taylors Falls, MN and Almelund, MN are hosting. 
 7/19 -Big Lake Lions Golf Tourney, Pebble Creek Golf Course Becker MN, 12:30 Shotgun Start 
 8/3  -Albertville Lions Golf Tourney, Riverwood National Golf Course, Monticello MN, 1pm Shotgun Start 
 8/15-17 - New Ventures Wagon Train 
 

NEW Printer Cartridge Recycling 
 

The company which I send all Printer cartridges to  
(Empty Solutions) has made some major changes to 
what they will accept for recycling. 
The following web site will tell you what cartridges 
will be accepted. www.emptysolutions.com tab on 
"pricing" and then tab on "inkjet cartridges" or 
"laser/toner cartridges" and check the list to see  
if they are recyclable.  This will save a  
lot of time to sort  
out what I receive before packaging. 
Thanks for your help.   
PDG Lion Clay Storley 
 

NEW INSURANCE UMBRELLA 
CHARGE 
 
 
The State of Minnesota  
now requires 1.2 million  
dollar liability insurance for  
use of public facilities,  
schools, parks, etc.   
This will increase to  
1.5 million next year.  LCI’s policy is for 1 
million therefore it was necessary for the 
multiple to purchase an additional I million 
dollar umbrella policy.  On your dues statement 
there will be an additional charge for each club 
of $8.75.  The umbrella policy is for the period 
6/1/08-9/1/09. 
The information on the LCI policy and the 
additional umbrella policy will be posted on the 
multiple website. 
 
From PDG Clay Storley 
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MEMBERSHIP & RETENTION  
 
 YOU as a Lion, Lioness or Leo are ALL on the Membership/Retention Committee in your clubs!  
By bringing in new members, you can keep your club healthy and busy.  Your club can do more service 
projects and at the same time, you can spread out the work load (activities, etc.).  

 We are now starting the summer season of community celebrations, county fairs, softball 
tournaments, etc.  This is now where we as Lions, Lioness and Leos can put up informational posters or 
informational tables to talk to the public about what Lionism is all about.  This is an opportunity to increase 
membership.   
 Be PRO-ACTIVE – talk to people - let them feel your excitement about being a Lion, Lioness or 
Leo!  Make sure to tell them about your club and all the good things that your club does on local, state and 
international levels.   
 Invite prospective new members to a dinner meeting.  OR maybe even have them help you on a 
service project.  Maybe someone you spoke with regarding joining a year or two ago, is now able to join 
and just needs to be asked again! 
 EVEN THOUGH THIS IS THE END OF THE LIONS YEAR, AND JULY 1 STARTS THE NEW 
LIONS YEAR – EVERY MONTH IS MEMBERSHIP MONTH! 
 

Lions Bill and Marcia Guthrie 
Membership & Retention 
 

From the Gram Editor  
I would to take this opportunity to say good-bye to all of you. This is the last issue for me 
as the editor of the 5M7 Gram. I am passing on the torch to another Lion to continue to 
publish this newsletter for you, the Lions of 5M7. It has been a real pleasure to be the 
editor of this Lions newsletter over these past years.  
I joined the Lions just 3 years ago as a Spring Lake Park Lion and right away wanted to 
get involved serving as a Lion. I was asked to continue to inform the Lions of 5M7 about 
the things happening in the district by the being the editor of the GRAM. I have had the 
wonderful opportunity to have worked with 3 very special Governors: PDG Pat Kennedy, 
PDG Al Zimmerman and DG (soon to be FDG) Mary Ellen Storley to share the good 
news of Lions in 5M7. 
I have enjoyed reading your club newsletters each month and posting your news articles 
and photos that you have sent to me and especially sharing all the good things that are 
happening in your Lions clubs. As Lions we are busy with our communities doing the 
Lions good work, and this publication is such a wonderful way to tell everyone what you 
are doing to “Serve” as Lions. Keep up the great work and keep the news and photos 
coming! 
In Lionism,  
Lion Kathy Linder 
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SPECIAL THANKS  
               TO 
LION KATHY LINDER  
 
FOR THE TERRIFIC  
JOB YOU HAVE DONE ON THE 5M-7 GRAM.  
NO ONE COULD HAVE DONE IT BETTER.  I 
REALLY APPRECIATE ALL THE HARD 
WORK AND CREATIVITY YOU PUT INTO IT.   
DG MARY ELLEN   
 

  Spring Lake Park Leos 
   
 
  This past school year the Spring Lake Park  
  Leos have completed more that 1,500 hours  
  of volunteer service for their school, 
community and world.  Over 80 Leo Club sponsored 
projects and activities were accomplished by these hard 
working Leo Club members.  As Leo Club Advisor, I am 
very proud to be involved in this organization and look 
forward to next year with the returning and new Leo 
members. 
Lion Pete Yelle 
 
Next year’s SLP Leo Board 
Emily Booth, JoAnn Vo, Cathy Senftner, Emily Severson 
and Bethany Snyder 
 
A special thanks goes to graduating seniors Alex Kwong 
and Michelle Nguyen for their four years of dedication to 
the SLP Leos Club.  Both have completed many volunteer 
hours with great enthusiasm and commitment.  
 
Leo Activities pictures 
 

1) Making flower baskets for Nursing Home 
2) Halloween party 
3) Feed My Starving Children 
4) Pulling Weeds 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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LIONESS NEWS 
 

Lioness M & A 
  
None Reported 
    
  

    

Commemorative Lions Pins 
Honoring the 20th Anniversary  
of Women in Lionism 
 
Order your pins from the Five Star Lions 
 
Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Street: _________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________ 
 
State: ____ Zip: ________ 
 
Phone: _____________________ 
 
# of Gold Pins ___________________ 
 
# of Silver Pins ___________________ 
 
Total: ___________________ 
 
Total cost of pins $4.00 x number of pins = ___________ 
 
Attach this order form to with check made out to Five Star 
Lions and mail to: Lion Jan Dubats  12967 Crooked Lake 
Lane NW Coon Rapids, MN 55448 

Chisago Lake Lions  
Lion George McMahon and Lion Clark Malcomson 
welcomed two new members into the Chisago 
Lakes Lions Club.  The new members are Rick 
Beeksma and Gene Ommen.  Rick is the owner of 
the Porterhouse in Center City, Gene Ommen was 
a former Chisago Lakes Lion many years ago and 
now has found some spare time to help the Lions.  
The Club is always looking for new members to 
help with our various projects.  If interested in 
helping our Club, please call Lion Gary Gerke at 
257-5679.  Pictured are Lion George McMahon, 
Lion Rick Beeksma, Lion Gene Ommen and Lion 
Clark Malcomson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Hills or Bust! 
Spring Lake Park Lions just returned from a 5 day 
trip to South Dakota. Lion Bill Larson was our 
driver and Lion Jim Kugler planned the trip and 
showed us the sites. Badlands, Wall Drug, Crazy 
Horse, Mt. Rushmore, Custer State Park, Bison, 
Chuck Wagon Dinners, The Passion Play and lots 
more…. We all had a blast and can hardly wait until 
we hit the road again. Coon Rapids Lions Installation  

Coon Rapids Lions install their new club officers with 
their first female President. Congrats Liz! 
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New Ventures Wagon Train in Parade 
Two wagons with 7 people and 5 horseback riders 
rode in the St. Francis Pioneer Days Parade on June 
14th, for New Ventures. They won the 3rd place 
trophy as a Community Service Organization. We 
are very pleased to have won this award. This years 
Wagon Train will take place August 15-17 and once 
again they will be hubbing out at the Hobble Ranch 
in Isanti.  
The routes  
will be  
announced  
at a later date. 

LEO NEWS 
  
Big Lake Leos 
The Big Lake Lions Club held their  
appreciation ceremony for the Leo's  
Club on May 21st. A number of Leo  
members and parents along with Lion's members 
and their wives helped celebrate. Lion District 
Governor Elect Jim Mulroy was on hand to install the 
new Leo Club Officers. Leo Taylor Holm is the new 
President, Leo Anna Hill is the new Vice President 
and Leo Oliva Mayer is the Secretary. 
Appreciation certificates were presented to Leo 
members who chaired and/or co-chaired a Leo 
project during the school year. Brad Schnitzler, the 
Leo Club School Advisor was given an "Outstanding 
Service Plaque" by the Lions. Pizza and Pop were 
served during event. 
  
Lion  
Gene Earney 
 
Leo Club  
Advisor 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“New”  5M7 GRAM Editor 
 
Lion Stephanie Woodward 
Email address: 
US Mail address: 
4961-1 Emmit Dr. N, Hugo, MN 55038 
Send your club newsletters and club news/photos 
to Lion Stephanie to be published in the GRAM. 
 
By Email, please send your newsletters and 
information email to this address:  
sweeteepiw@peoplepc.com 
 

Fridley Lions Award Night 
 
PDG Clay Storley was awarded  
a Helen Keller Sight Award by  
DG Mary Ellen Storley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
    Lion Mary Olson was  
    Awarded a Hearing  
    Research Fellow 
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CLUB ACTIVITIES REPORT  
 

Albertville-  - Camp Friendship – Pancake Breakfast    
Almelund –   
Andover –Nursing Home Visit Road Clean up - Recycling     
Anoka – Bingo at Retirement home – Pancake Breakfast 
Annandale –   
Becker – Highway cleanup – Fireman Dance  
Big Lake – Roads and Lions Park Cleanup 
Blaine –. 
Buffalo   
Buffalo Noon –    
Cambridge –  Walk  for Sight II – Pancake Breakfast 
Cedar East Bethel –   Recycle – Road Cleanup – Iraq Packages 
Centerville –  Tornado Relief at Hugo  
Chisago Lakes – Walk for Sight II – Park and Highway cleanup 
Circle Pines Lexington – 
Clear Lake –  Sight First II Walk – Highway cleanup 
Clearwater – 
Cokato –   
Columbia Heights – High School Scholarships – Sight First II 
Columbus – Ditch cleanup – Walk for Sight 
Coon Rapids –  Hooked on Fishing – Meals on Wheels 
Delano –  
Elk River – Energy Expo 
Forest Lake – Various donations  
Fridley – Various donations 
Fridley Five Star –  Food Shelf – Race for the Cure -   
Grandy –   
Ham Lake – Road cleanup 
Hanover –  City Clean up 
Howard Lake –   Quest sponsorship – help buld ramps 
Hugo –– Memorial Day picnic 
Isanti –   
Lino Lakes –  Recycle day – Walk for Sight 
Livonia Township –  Held Raffle 
Maple Lake – Meat Raffle – Road cleanup 
Monticello –Mystery Night – Times on Tape 
Montrose – Sight First II - Bloodmobile 
North Branch – Build handicap ramp 
Oak Grove – 
Orrock – Garbage pickup    
Otsego –   
Ramsey – 
Rockford –  
Rush City –Senior Dining – Sight First II walk – Rush City cleanup 
Santiago – Starting kids baseball program 
Spring Lake Park –Sight First II Walk – Highway cleanup 
St. Francis –Food shelf drive –St. Michael –   
Stacy – Donation Big Marines Vet Camp – Doyle Bldg Addition 
Taylors Falls – 
Waverly – Various contributions 
Wyoming – 
Zimmerman –   
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St. Croix Falls Lions Club        Taylors Falls Lions Club                        Almelund Lions Club 
P O Box 752          954 Furuby Rd              36455 Oasis Rd 
St. Croix Falls, WI 54024        Taylors Falls, MN 55084             Lindstrom, MN 55045 
  
 

Teams “Wanted” for the 2nd ANNUAL “TUG ACROSS THE ST.CROIX” 
 

June 23, 2008 

The Lions Clubs of St. Croix Falls, WI, Taylors Falls, MN and Almelund, MN are planning the 2nd Annual 
“Tug of War” across the St. Croix River.  The “TUG” will take place starting at 12:00pm on Saturday July 
19, 2008 during the 50th Annual Wannigan Days Celebration in the Lions Parks on each side of the river. 
   
This year we are planning ten (10)* pulls.  Four of these pulls will be the elected officials and other dignitaries 
from both sides of the river, the St. Croix Falls High School Athletic Department and the Chisago Lakes 
Athletic Department and the St. Croix Falls Fire Department and the Taylors Falls Fire Department.  The 
“Traveling Trophy” will be awarded to the wining state and will be displayed in the either St. Croix Falls or 
Taylors Falls City Hall.  The Trophy currently resides in the St. Croix Falls City Hall as Wisconsin won last 
year.  These pulls are fun pulls for a trophy bragging rights for the year.  
 
The Lions Clubs of Almelund, St. Croix Falls, and Taylors Falls are looking for teams from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin to fill our “pulls”.  We are looking for teams of 15-25 members the registration fee is $125.00 per 
team.  Please try and challenge another team for the other state or we will try to match you up.  For more 
information contact; Wisconsin Teams, Lion Steve Jensen 715-557-0382, Minnesota Teams, Lion Don 
Lawrence 612-366-4172. 
 
In addition to the “Tug Across the St. Croix” we will be offering “Kids Tugs” in the parks as well as other 
activities and pontoon rides on the Indianhead Flowage of the St. Croix River.  The “Kids Tugs” and other 
activities including Pontoon Rides will start at 10:00am.  The rides will be Free between the two (2) Lion’s 
Parks and for a 20 minutes ride up and down the Flowage the cost is $5.00 for persons 13 years and older and 
$1.00 for children 12 years and younger.  The St. Croix Falls Lions Club will be serving Fish and Chips and 
the Almelund & Taylors Falls Lions will be serving Brats and Hot Dogs for the Tug of War.   
 
All funds raised by this event will be going to local Community Service Projects and “Campaign SightFirst 
II”  a capital campaign of The Lions Clubs International Foundation and The International Association of 
Lions Clubs to significantly reduce preventable and reversible blindness worldwide. For more information on 
“Campaign SightFirst II”  go to www.lions-csfii.org/live/content/index.shtml  
 
Please make plans to join us July 19, 2008 at the 2nd Annual “Tug Across the St. Croix”.  If you have any 
other question please contact Lion Steve Jensen 715-557-0382 of the St. Croix Falls Lions or Lion Don 
Lawrence 612-366-4172 of the Taylors Falls Lions 
  

*We need 4 more tug of war teams for each side of the river as of June 23! 

 


