January 2010

>M7 GRAM

Greetings to all Lions, Lioness and Leos of 5M-7,

Happy New Year!! It seems ages ago since we had leaves on the trees
and my picture was taken for the Gram. Christmas has come and gone.
The first day of winter was actually over a month ago. We've definitely
had our share of snow so far. Plus, our Mid-Winter Convention is over.

Lion Deb and | are planning to attend eleven out of the twelve of our
district’'s Mid-Winter Conventions in our Multiple. We sure hope the
weather will cooperate. So far we have attended 5M-5's, 5M-6’s, our
own 5M-7’s, and 5M-9’s so that only leaves seven more to go! Check

out the pictures from these other conventions in this issue of the Gram. é ‘

It was great to see so many of you at our Mid-Winter Convention and | hope you all had a fun
time, learned something new, or met some new Lion friends! Lion Deb and | saw our
w& friends from around the District and then we met our newest friends from the Village

i'.! of Stickney, lllinois - International Director Lion Dan O’Reilly and his wife Lion
=% Maryanne. They are down to earth people and | hope that you had the chance to
meet them.

_ We are the GREATEST DIS TRICT in the Multiple!  So far in this district, we
2Ty have added 123 new members and we have dropped 98. That means that

NG we are a PLUS 25 new members and that is GREAT! Please keep up the
GREAT work that you are doing recruiting new members.

| was totally amazed at the donations the various clubs made during our parade of green. All of
the clubs should be very proud as there was over $66,000 turned in.

The Centerville Lions Club went all out again on their hospitality suite complete with an electric
chair, and members dressed up as Herman Munster, Lily, Uncle Fester, Cousin It, Wednesday,
etc. They won first place in the contest. Look for some pictures in this Gram!

| want to say a HUGE thank you to the Buffalo Lions for all the work they did behind the scenes
and during the convention to have such a great hospitality room. It was just awesome!!

| also want to say a HUGE thank you to the Convention Committee and everyone that helped in
some way, whether it was big or small, with making this 32nd annual convention a success. |
appreciate it and | appreciate you!

If you have any pictures of Lion Deb and myself either together or individually, or other pictures
you would like to share that you took at the convention, we would love it if you would e-mail
them to us (LionClay@hotmail.com) for our scrapbook!

DG Clay O’Flanagan
“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”
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1% Vice Governor Brian
Ramblings VDG Brian

Happy New Year! Thanks to the hard
work of the Convention Committee
under the leadership of PDG Mary
Ellen Storley, our District 5M-7 started out the New
Year with a great convention. Thank you to all who
attended. And those of you who attended know
what FUN it was.

Congratulations to our newest members —
Governor Clay’s daughters Jamie and Sara — who
joined the Buffalo Club. They were inducted at the
Governor’'s Banquet on Saturday evening, much to
Governor Clay’'s surprise. I've never seen
Governor Clay speechless before—I guess you
could say they had him “buffaloed.”

Thank you to Lion Dewey Gunnarson for “Da
Band” entertainment at the Governor’'s Banquet
and for the “A Really Poor Club Meeting” skit
performed on Saturday. Several Lions really
hammed it up to the delight of the audience!

International Director Dan O’Reilly and his wife
Lion Maryanne from lllinois were our honored
guests and speakers this weekend. On Sunday,
Lion Al Peters presented information on Hearing
and Service Dogs (Can Do Canines). He
introduced the mother of a child with autism, who
has received a service dog. She told how their
lives have changed as a result of the service dog.
She feels that they are no longer prisoners to her
son’s autism. There wasn't a dry eye in the house.

Now that the Mid Winter Convention is over, it is
time to concentrate on the next 6 months of our
Lion year. There’s still a lot to do. Clubs need to
start choosing their leaders for next year. Don’t
forget to submit the PU101 form listing new leaders
by April 30, 2010.

In closing, | wish to thank each of you for your
support at the convention. | look forward to the
excitement, challenges and opportunity to serve as
the 5M-7 District Governor in 2010-2011. Many
thanks, too, to my home club, the Fridley Lions, for
their hard work in co-hosting a hospitality room at
the Convention. Rush City Lions, you are
awesome. We enjoyed working with you in the
hospitality suite. Thank you Lions all!

DGE Brian Toews

2" Vice Governor Dave
Hi to all in 5M7!

I would like to thank everyone that
voted and helped elect me to the
position of 1% Vice District
Governor at our Mid-Winter Convention this past
weekend. Lion Nancy and | are looking forward
to this opportunity to serve District 5M7. | have
heard many good comments about the
weekend; it will be hard to top Lion Dewey’s
Saturday Night Performance! We want to thank
the Rush City Lions and the Fridley Lions Clubs
for the great hospitality room they hosted for
VDG Brian and me.

In the near future, | will be sending out Raffle
tickets to all Secretaries for a fund raiser for
Project New Hope. The Lions of 5M9 are
raffling off a 2010 Mustang Convertible to raise
much needed funds for Project New Hope.
Tickets are $20.00 each and the drawing will be
held on August 26, 2010 at 6:00 PM at Grand
View Lodge, Nisswa, MN. All taxes will be paid
by the Lions Club for the winner of the car.
Please take this opportunity to help Project New
Hope by selling these tickets when you receive
them. This project will help any Vet that has
been in combat from Vietnam to present.

Until next time; be safe and Hear the Roar!

1% VDG Elect
Lion Dave
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Mid-Winter Convention 2010
Memories

A Candle, -
A Bible, 01/15/2008
And a Bell

Da Band serenade
Lion Ginny

r"i “*
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The Governor'sDisplay
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2nd VDG Dave Schroeder carrying in
the Canadian flag during the opening
flag ceremony on Friday evening.

Jamie Parks as the soloist during the flag
ceremony and the Memorial Service.

1st VDG spouse Joanne Toews lighting 1st VDG Brian Toews carrying in the
a candle and 2nd VDG spouse Nancy American flag during the opening
Schroeder placing a rose in the vase as flag ceremony on Friday evening.

each deceased Lion/Lioness name was
called.

i Drug poster display of kindergarten,
Drug poster display of 3rd, 5th, 6-8th 1st. 2nd and 4th
and 10-12th graders. st, 2nd and 4th graders.
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Lion Sara O’Flanagan and Kathy Berg, Is this the infamous Lion Dewey hitting up
(spouse of Lion Brian Berg) from the Buffalo the hospitality rooms on Saturday Night???
Lions, trying a drink in the Monticello Lions
Club hospitality room.

Is this really 1% VDG Brian Toews behind

Ny B the mask and Lion Joanne dressed up as a
2 VDG Dave Schroeder and Lion Nancy as kangaroo visiting the hospitality rooms?
the koala bear visiting the hospitality rooms.

~|’ N WE g
al 1 1 Lion Al Peters

Linda Pollock
founder of Can and her little
Do Canines, boy Nick’s dog
home of Hearing “Fisher” gave
and Service an awesome
Dogs of speech about
Minnesota and life before and
Clyde, a 10 after Fisher
month old with a child that

standard poodle has autism.

in training spoke
after Sunday
Brunch.
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Governors
Travels

0)

Jan. 27 Chisago Lakes Governor’s Night

Jan. 28 Delano Governor’s Night

Jan. 29-31 5M-1, 5M-4 5M-11Mid-Winter
Conventions

Feb. 5-7 5M-8 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 5-7 5M-10 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 8 Zimmerman & Livonia’s Gov. Night

Feb. 9 Santiago/Becker Governor's Night

Feb. 10 Columbus/Centerville Gov. Night

Feb 12-14 5M-2 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 15 Montrose Governor’s Night

Feb 16 Elk River Governor’s Night

Feb. 19-21 5M-3 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 19-21 5M-13 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 23 Fridley/Blaine Central Governors
Night

Feb. 24 Annandale Governor’s Night

Mar. 9 North Branch Governor’s Night

Mar. 20 COG in Roseville

Mar. 22 Group 1 Lioness Meeting

Mar. 23 Cabinet Mtg. @Maple Commons in
North Branch

Up-Coming

Zone Meetings
Feb.1 R2z5 6pm TBD
Mar. 25 R1Z4 Zone Mtg. in Big Lake

Mar. 29 R2Z5 Meeting hosted by Hugo/Forest
Lake

Help Missing a Very Special Pen

PDG Larry Kounkel signed a First Timer Lion book

at the Convention and his pen went with the Lion.
It was a wood pen, and it is a very special pen to

PDG Larry. This pen was given to him by the PDG

Al Roberge when he served on his cabinet and it
has PDG Larry’s name on it. Please if you have
this special pen get in touch with PDG Larr .

Thanks.

Larry Kounkel

8452 County Road 39 NE
Monticello, MN 55362-2927
H - 763-295-3381

C - 612-839-4090

Environmental Photo Contest Winner

Lion Beth Janish
Coon Rapids Lions Club

Congratulations!

Create a Free Web Site
for Your Club

If you're looking for a free and easy way to
create a Web site for your Lions club, the e-
Clubhouse is for you!

LionNET is proud to provide this resource to
help Lions Clubs around the world build a
useful, professional looking Web site. Designed
with fill-in-the blank fields for even the least
Internet savvy, the e-Clubhouse allows you to:
Build and maintain a Web site for your club
using a simple set of tools.

Keep your members — and community — up-to-
date on the projects the club is working on.
Promote your club’s activities — and recruit new
members.

There is no monthly hosting fees for your club
and it is very easy to setup and update. So if
your club is looking to get on the World Wide
Web here is your FREE opportunity.

Visit this web address to request your

club web site.
http://lionwap.org/eclub/index.php
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Big Lake Lions glow stick giveaway

Cokato Lions Club

Helen Keller Sight Awarded to Spring
Lake Park Leo

Leo Jesse Anker was awarded the Helen
Keller Sight Award by Lion Deb Roberge.

Her father, the late PDG Al Roberge was very
proud of the Leos and impressed by the
students.

Leo Jesse is always the first to volunteer and
willing to serve as a Leo.

Cokato Lions Silent Santa Project

"Cokato Lions, in collaboration with the Dassel
Cokato High School National Honor Society and
the communities of Dassel and Cokato had
another very successful Silent Santa campaign.
Serving over 68 families this year (over 175
individuals), the Cokato Lions and family
members met on Saturday, December 19th to
organize, match, and distribute collected gifts to
needy families in the community. Chaired by Lion
Mike Lhotka and his wife Barb, this project has
always been a highlight of the Cokato Lions and
best characterizes the Lions motto "We Serve".
Cokato Lions are proud to serve the members of
the Dassel and Cokato communities.”

Vipw aralavalbe Capodlenad
Worthrwlaic!

Yorw daw Townf wish et el ge sesachad |

Spring Lake
Park Leo
Jesse with
Leo Advisor
Pete Yelle
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Lions
‘/() —f Upcoming
O Events

ATTENTION: Lions and Lioness

The Coon Rapids Lions Club is hosting
Lion Dale Johansen, Multiple District
Chairman for Camp New Hope, as a speaker
on the club's dinner meeting night which is
January 27 at the Coon Rapids VFW. We are
also inviting representatives from the Coon
Rapids VFW, Coon Rapids American Legion,
the Anoka Chapter of the DAV, plus possibly
also some military representatives. If your
Lions Club would like to have more
information on Camp New Hope or you know
any veterans who may be in need of this type
of service, please check out the web site at
www.projectnewhope.net. If you are
attending the meeting, please contact Lion
Lyle Goff to make dinner reservations.

If you cannot attend the dinner and would still
like to hear Lion Dale, he will be speaking at
8:00 PM.

Saint Michael Lions Club

February 6, 2010 12™ Annual Ice Fishing
Contest on Beebe Lake from 12:00 noon to
3:00 pm.

Forest Lake Lions Club

February 20 . Join us for Ice golf and Polar
Plunge on Forest Lake.

Cost for party of 4 for golf is $25 each player,
in advance, or $35 per golfer on day of
event.

Prizes are $600 for first, $300 for second and
$150 for third place. There is a 19th hole for
$5 with prizes for the longest putt, longest
drive and closest to the pin.

Forest Lake Lions Club

February 27th , the Lions will have their
wagon on the Lake for the Ice Fishing
Fishapalooza, sponsored by the VFW 4210
on Forest Lake.

Saint Michael Lions Club has their

March 6, 35" Wild Game Dinner & Raffle at
St. Albert’s Parish Center in Albertville.
Servina dinner at 5:30 to 8:00 pm

Can Do Canines Assistance Dogs
Home of Hearing and Service Dogs of
Minnesota

2" Annual Bow Wow Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, February 6 8AM to 10AM
Applebee’s Restaurant
2800 39" Ave. NW, St. Anthony, MN
Purchase online at
can-do-canines.org
Or call Jessica at 612-729-
5986 x152

Lion Al Peters from Can Do Canines

Can Do Canines
Assistance Dogs
Home of Hearing and
Service Dogs of
Minnesota

Come and have
Pancakes with Us!

publication in the GRAM.
katlinder@usfamily.net

www.5M7.org

‘GRAM” news due by the 20 of each mor
Send in your Club Projects and Events for



More
Convention
Highlights
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North Metro Leo Club

The North Metro Leo Club was formed by youths attending the Anoka, Andover, Blaine
and Coon Rapids High Schools. These young volunteers have come together for a
common goal of making a difference in their community. Some of the activities they’'ve
been working on include the following:

Carp Fest as “Carp Cops”

Feed My Starving Children packing

Heels and Wheels Walk-a-thon participants/fundraisers
Volunteering at the local Senior Center

Springbrook Nature Center trail rehabilitation

Volunteering at the Coon Rapids Lions Club pancake breakfasts

The North Metro Leo Club has held joint meetings with the Spring Lake Park Leo Club
and hopes to work on some joint projects with them. The Leos are actively recruiting
new members from the local community and hope that like-minded youth will be willing
to join the Club. Anyone interested in learning more about the North Metro Leo Club
can contact them at leolub@comcast.net.

North Metro
Leo Club

Club Officers

President:
Madelyn
Esperum

Vice
President:
Amy Sumontha

Secretary:
Samantha Day

Treasurer:
Brent Van Lith
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Spring Lake Park Leo Club

On this last Saturday the sixteenth of

January the Spring Lake Park Leos had a

chance to attend the Lions 5M7 Mid

Winter convention at the Marriott in

Bloomington. There we had a chance to

meet many Lions from the 5M7 district.

We also set up a little booth with a display

board and picture of the activities we have

been doing. Also, we had lunch with members of the Spring Lake Park Lionesses.

The Leos attended two presentations. Our favorite presenter was the representatives of
Leader Dog, soon to be changing their name to '‘Can do Canines'. There was a person
who had a service dog come and talk to us about what they do and also the different
kinds of dogs Leader dog program trains. Also , two puppy raisers talked with us and
brought two of the dogs they are training. All in all we had a lot of fun and can't wait until
the next 5M7 Mid Winter convention.

-Emily Booth,
Spring Lake Park Leos

The team of Jan & John
Day tell us what is it like
to be a Puppy Raiser.
Louie and Daisy were the
Stars of the afternoon.
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The Governor’s Travels

5M-9’s Mid-Winter Convention

Lee and Kathy
Futhey were the
2009 Riverboat
Captain and
Queen. Since the
convention theme
was “Cruisin’
Down the River”,
many previous
Captains and
Queens were in
costume for the
occasion.

5M-6’s Mid-Winter Convention

5M-6’s Mid-Winter Convention was held
at the Marriott in Bloomington on January
8-10, 2010

5M-6 DG Charlie Anderson
congratulated their District’s
Peace Poster contest
winner Emma

12

5M-9’s Mid-Winter Convention
was held at Cragun’s Resort in
Brainerd on January 8-10, 2010

DG Clay, 5M-8 DG Jim Arvidson and all
Zone Chairs got together and sang
Sweet Caroline during karaoke Friday
evening fun night.

We were greeted
by a German Lion
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The Governor’'s Travels

5M-5’s Mid-Winter Convention

The Governor’'s Banquet was a Minnesota pichic
with hamburgers, brats, potato salad, baked

beans, chips, pop and chocolate chip cookies. 5M-5's Mid-Winter Convention

was held at the Ramada in
Brooklyn Park on January 8-10,
2010

5M-5 DG Kevin Walsh left “his partner” Kate
with us during dinner. Also in this picture
seated is Jan Essig, spouse of 5M-4 DG
Dewey Essig and Carol Diehl, spouse of 5M-
8 DG Jim Diehl.

Hanover Lion
President Rodney
Bechtold was
recognized for being a
charter member of the

Lions Linda Eckert and Judi Lapp Hanover Lions Club,

were presented Melvin Jones at the at the Buffalo

Hanover Christmas party on /Rockford/Hanover
December 17. Governor’s Night on

December 14.

In Clearwater on November 24, DG Clay inducted 12
Clearwater Lioness into the Clearwater Lions Club
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On Dec. 5™ 1° VDG Brian and DG Clay pose
with three members of the Maple Lake Lions
Club, Lions Kenneth Hennen, Don
Weiseman and Roger Reisgraf, who have
each been members over 50 years

Lion Ricci Smeiser in the Maple Lake Lions
is presented a Melvin Jones Award at their

Governor Night on December 5. Ricci's wife
Lisa received a poinsettia for her dedication
to the club. With Lion Ricci and Lisa are DG
Clay and Lion President Jon Fries.

Stacy Lions charter members Cleit Brach and
Jerry Schroeder pose with DG Clay at

Governor Night on Dec. 7. They became
members in 1977 and told stories of events

back then. One night they made a LOT of

money selling popcorns and slushies, $27.00! 14

Pam Bender, the Food Shelf Manager in
Clearwater was presented a Helen Keller
Award from the Clearwater Lions. The
Clearwater Lions donate $500 a month to the
food shelf. Pictured are Lion Secretary Alan
Zabinski, Lion President Mark Jacobs, Pam
Bender, DG Clay and 1* VDG Brian

Leo Risto Kultala was presented an Appreciation
Award by the Stacy Lions President Steve Burvee
on December 7 at their club’s Governor Night for
all the help Risto has done with cooking and at the
ball park.

At the Cambridge Lions Governor Night on Dec. 8
three couples had been married 51 years — PDG Al
& Virginia Zimmerman, Karen & Delane Johnson,
and Liz a& John Larson.
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On December
12, at the
Andover
Governor’s
Night Lions Dick
Jahke and PDG
Ken Rousch,
told of being
club members
since 1978.

Lion President Carin Mack of the Cambridge
Lions presented DG Clay with a Lions fleece
scarf and blanket she had made for him.

At Andover Governor Night, three couples were

recognized for their anniversaries. Lion Dick & Carol
Jahke, 51 years, VDG Dave & Nancy Schroeder, 40
years and Lion Rodney & Norma Johnson, 50 years.

Six members of the Rockford Lions Club are Marty Baker
fathers and their sons or son-in-law. L to R (center) was
Shane Mondrow and his father-in-law Randy inducted by DG
Patnode, David Fisher and his dad Bill Fisher, Clay as a new
and Kevin Haugen and his son Mitch Haugen. Lino Lakes
Lioness,

sponsored by
Sherri at the
Circle Pines/Lex
and Lino Lakes
Lioness
Governor Night.

At Cokato’s Governor Night on Jan. 4, DG Clay
inducted two new members. Lion Shannon Revard
sponsored Mike Hughes, and Steve Luhman was
sponsored by Lion Scott Barth. Lion President
Chuck Miller is also in the picture.

Lion Dave Schmalzbauer was presented a
Melvin Jones Award by DG Clay at Blaine
Lions Governor Night.
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The Anoka Lions proudly present
Their 22nd AnnualCountry Music Show,

Saturday, March 20, 2010 Anoka High Scho ol 3939 7" Ave N.
3:00 PM Matinee -- 7:00 Evening Show Reserved Se ats $15.00; Gen. Adm. $13

This talented group of musicians will entertain and
amaze you as they perform their musical tribute to
many of the Music Stars of the past, such as
George Jones, Hank Williams, Loretta Lynn, Patsy
Cline, Johnny Cash, and Buck Owens. Maybe
even Buddy Holly and Elvis will show up to sing
some of their famous old hits!

The DC Dirifters are a versatile show group,
and truly stars in the musical entertainment
business. They have won many awards for
excellence in music, including the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Mid American
Music Hall of Fame in 2006.

The DC Drifters were the band for many
famous entertainers, including: The Crystals, The
Tokens, The Shirelles, Tommy Roe, Pee Wee
King, Lesley Gore, Herman’s Hermits, Johnny
Paycheck, Fabian, Barbara Fairchild, the Drifters,
Freddy Cannon, Johnny Lee, and The Platters.
They also performed on stage with The Everly
Brothers, Bill Haley & the Comets, Randy Travis,
Buddy Holly & the Crickets, Leroy VanDyke,
George Jones, Johnny Rivers, Chubby Checker,
Alabama, The Oakridge Boys and many others.

____________________________________________________________________________ voomeeees

For Tickets please mail the coupon below , or call for more information; CLIP
Lions Bill or Jan Dubats/g3) 757 4143 or Lions Joe or Lynn Zimmerm@r63) 421 4361
We want to sed he Anoka Lions Music Shaw with
The DC Drifters on Saturdalarch 20, 2010at Anoka High School. 3939 7th. Ave N., Anoka, MN
Tickets are $15.00 per ticket for reservedeats, $13.00 for general admission

Please reserve our tickets as follows: Circle one : OR

3:00 PM Matinee Show __ #of tickets Name:

7:00 PM Evening Show __ #of tickets Address
Phone # ( ) City/Zip:

Mail coupon & payment to: Anoka Lions, 12967 Crooke d Lake Lane Coon Rapids, MN 55448
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